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learned of these Baptisms, and new conversions
which we have mentioned. All were very much
pleased about it, but unfortunately this holiday was
not the one of gifts.

Now Madame la Marquise de Guercheville, among
her other rare and extraordinary virtues, is ardently
zealous for the glory of God and the conversion of
souls: seeing such an excellent opportunity, [128] she
asked Father Coton if some of his order were not
going to new France this time. Father Coton replied
that he was very much surprised at sieur de Potrin-
court, who had promised him that, when his son re-
turned, he would summon those of his order who had
been chosen by the King; but, in spite of this, he
made no mention of them either in his letters, or in
his commissions. Madame la Marquise, wishing
to know all about the matter, made inquiries of sieur
Robin: he answered that all the responsibility of
embarkation had been delegated to him, but he had no
especial commission for the Jesuits; that nevertheless
he knew very well that sieur de Potrincourt would
feel very highly honored to have them with him;
and, as to their maintenance, he [129] himself would
take charge of that, as he was doing in regard to all
the rest of the expenses. ‘‘You will not be burdened
with them,”’ answered madame la Marquise, ‘‘ be-
cause the King defrays their expenses.”” And with
these words she sent de Coloignes to Father Christo-
fle Baltasar, Provincial. He, upon hearing these
promises, summoned Father Pierre Biard (who was
then at Poictiers) to come to Paris, and to him was
given, as a companion, Father Enemond Massé, of
Lyons. These two, thus destined for the voyage to
Canada, conferred with sieurs Robin and Biencourt,



